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Welcome to Tourism Tuesday, your weekly e-newsletter from the Arizona Office of Tourism (AOT).

A Message from Director:

Good afternoon,

What an incredible game last night! Congratulations to Alabama, the 2016 College Football
Playoff National Champions! Thank you to the Arizona Organizing Committee for leading the
state's efforts in coordinating the game and surrounding events.

It was exciting to see so many dedicated fans from Alabama and South Carolina enjoying all of
the CFP activities throughout Downtown Phoenix, as well as the game itself at the University of
Phoenix Stadium. And there was an undeniable, resonating impact from their visitor spending.
Preliminary research indicated there was a noticeable lift in hotel bookings from these two
markets this past weekend due to the CFP game. That is the type of economic activity we want
to continue seeing.

We plan to keep this momentum going. As part of our efforts to increase visitor spending, we
have launched our Seattle Target Cities Campaign. Details on this program are below. Following
our Seattle efforts, we will be in Chicago touting Arizona as a vibrant travel destination.
Destination marketing drives Arizona's economic development. Travel advertising campaigns,
like our national and Target Cities efforts, inspire travelers to choose Arizona as their vacation
destination.

Have a great week,

Debbie Johnson
Director, Arizona Office of Tourism

AOT in Action

AOT Launches Seattle Marketing Efforts



Seattle ferry boat commuters sailing the Seattle-Bainbridge Island route can expect to be
treated with various Random Acts of Sunshine™ by the Arizona Office of Tourism (AOT). The
agency is looking to inspire travelers to book their next vacation to the Grand Canyon State.

During the month of January, Arizona tourism officials have draped two Jumbo Mark Il class
ferries that travel the Puget Sound waterways, Tacoma and Wenatchee, with vibrant Arizona
images boasting the state's travel offerings and activities. In addition to the vessel domination,
the terminal itself, along with ticket booths, turnstiles, and the pedestrian footbridge will
feature campaign images encouraging commuters to visit the Arizona travel website,
325DaysofSun.com, for more ways to enjoy a vacation in the southwestern state. Read More

Upcoming AOT Events & Activities

Mexico Sales and Media Mission

Date: March 7, 2016 to March 11, 2016

Locations: Mexico City and Guadalajara, Mexico

AQOT and its partners will host a trade and media function in both Mexico City and Guadalajara
to educate tour operators, travel agents and journalists about Arizona’s world class tourism
amenities.

Upcoming Industry Events & Activities

Greater Western Chapter, Travel and Tourism Research Association

Date: February 10-12

Location: Scottsdale

GWCTTRA is holding its annual conference in Scottsdale, February 10-12. For DMOs who cannot
attend the larger TTRA conferences, this is an affordable option.
http://gwttra.com/symposiums.htm

Arizona in the News

Phoenix Area Enhancing its Reputation as Major Sports Mecca
Associated Press

College football fans were greeted by rain and chilly temperatures this week, a rarity in the
Valley of the Sun this time of year. It did little to dull the buildup to Monday's national
championship game between Alabama and Clemson. When it comes hosting big events, the
Phoenix area has plenty of experience doing it right — even when the weather doesn't
cooperate.



http://www.usatoday.com/story/sports/ncaaf/2016/01/11/phoenix-area-enhancing-its-
reputation-as-major-sports-mecca/78617638/

Industry News
Airbnb's Impact on Arizona’s Hospitality Industry May Come Later Than Sooner

Kim Vu could smell the salty sea breeze from the San Diego loft just above a local coffee shop.
When she arrived, the Phoenix native was thrilled when she noticed a small gift — a birthday
card with a bag of goodies.

Her hosts were neither family nor friends — they were strangers.

Similar scenes — nearly unheard of a decade ago — play out in houses, apartments, condos and
lofts around the world every day. Airbnb, the fast growing peer-to-peer accommodation site and
product of the sharing economy, has created a spark in the hospitality industry.

However, experts said Arizona has remained largely unaffected by this new competitor because
of the state’s unique position in the industry.

Arizona has built a reputation on its multi-billion dollar travel industry with its sprawling resorts
and luxury offerings for tourists. But experts acknowledge that demographics and preferences
change, and it’s unclear whether Airbnb’s presence will grow in the future.

There’s one group in particular who rave about the service: Millennials like Vu.

“It’s unlike any other experience,” said Vu, a 20 year-old student at Arizona State University and
a regular user of the site. “It provides a way for someone to feel like a real local, instead of being
a tourist. | also like how it’s usually much cheaper than booking a hotel.”

She, like thousands of others in her age demographic, searched, selected and paid for her room
entirely on her smartphone. It’s exactly this kind of innovation that has catapulted the company
into an international phenomenon.

While Airbnb has received praise for offering an alternative form of travel, it also faces criticism
from city officials and affordable housing advocates who claim its business model damages
communities by providing unsafe, unregulated hotels. In cities like San Francisco and New York,
the company faces legal hurdles and threats of additional taxation.

A dominant force?

“Airbnb is an interesting entity that is growing at a rapid rate,” said Galen Collins, a hospitality
technology expert and professor at Northern Arizona University. “Who knows, at the current
growth trajectory, it could be the largest chain in the world.” Read Full Article




Statewide Calendar of Events

Visit www.visitarizona.com to find information on all the exciting events, festivals and activities
held throughout the Grand Canyon State!

Connect with the Arizona Office of Tourism!
Become a fan on Facebook! http://www.facebook.com/arizonatravel
Follow us on Twitter! http://twitter.com/ArizonaTourism




